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Library Focus and Competencies
	I am pursuing a Master of Library Science Degree with a School Librarian Certification focus.  It is my intent to perform the duties of a librarian in an elementary school setting in Texas using the American Library Associations’ (ALA) Core Competencies of Librarianship, the American Association of School Librarians (AASL) Standards for Initial Preparation of School Librarians, and the Texas Administrative Code (TEC) on Texas School Librarian Certificate Standards.  
	As I explored the different competencies from these organizations, I concluded that although titled differently, the competencies are very closely related and create a picture of the expectations for a school librarian.  In summary, they include teaching and learning through a variety of methods, providing information access through technology, participating in a leadership role, and maintaining awareness of current practices through professional development.
Goals During Course Work
	I am looking forward to learning the process of providing reference assistance to future students in the library.  However, I believe these skills will be acquired during coursework and through practicum experience.  I feel these skill sets should be mastered during graduate study as I will be interacting with individuals who will be dependent on my specialized knowledge.  In Standard 3.1 from AASL (2010), the competency targets “Efficient and ethical information-seeking behavior.”  Similarly, Core Competency 5A from ALA (2009) addresses the “concepts, principles, and techniques of reference and user services...”   These standards and competencies are central to my future as a school librarian, and I trust I will interact with these competencies throughout my studies in preparation for my role as an instructional leader.
	Organization of information is a competency I look forward to learning during my graduate coursework.  Through my recent visits to our school library, I have become more aware of the importance of thoughtful, meaningful, and knowledge-based organization methods involved in a school setting.  The school librarian standards from TEC (2001) require the school librarian to combine professional knowledge from both teacher experience and librarian experience in this competency.  In Standard 4, Learner-Centered Information Science and Librarianship, substandard 4.4 addresses terms such as cataloging, classifying, and organizing information. (TEC, 2001)  These specialized skills are reliant on on my future course work in Cataloging and Classification.  Additionally, course work in Information Organization and Retrieval, will address these fundamental components of my librarianship.
	As I compare my degree plan and the competencies relevant to a school librarian, it becomes apparent that I will become distinctly more knowledgeable about children’s literature than I am currently.  In Standard 2 from the AASL (2010) Standards for Initial Preparation of School Librarian, literature knowledge and student engagement with multiple formats is identified as a necessity to a graduate program.  This standard will be developed through coursework in Literature for Children and Young Adults.
Future Professional Learning Goals
	When addressing the professional standards for professional development for a school librarian, Texas states that a librarian should “….provide and promote ongoing staff development for the learning community…” (TEC, 2001)   In order to provide this service, I believe it is imperative that I remain current on technology curriculum and instructional information access through professional development.  In order to remain knowledgeable, I will attend professional development opportunities offered to the school staff and purposefully align myself with the current trends in teaching. Responding to student needs is critical, and using available data to provide up to date instructional support is essential.   Additionally, attending professional development conferences will allow me to remain in tune with current school library trends.  Standard 5 from TEC (2001), Competency 7 from the ALA (2009), and Standard 4.1 from the AALS (2010), all regard professional development as an essential component of librarianship.
Conclusion
	When addressing the competencies and standards of a school librarian, I feel the critical components of my course work and areas of personal need are reference services, organization methods, and the acquisition of literature knowledge.  In my continued professional development following graduation, I feel it is essential to continually self-monitor my knowledge base in technology trends, instructional trends, and professional development opportunities.  It will be a professional goal to reflect on my skills frequently and address my needs with educational opportunities while in graduate school and after completion of my degree.
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