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[bookmark: _GoBack]Library Visit Information
	Deanna Davenport Elementary Library is located at 8401 Remington Road, in 
Canutillo, Texas.  For contact information, they can be reached by phone at (915)886-6400 or their website at http://canutillo-isd.org/Domain/14 (Deanna Davenport Elementary, n.d.).
	I visited Davenport’s Library on Tuesday, February, 11, 2014, and began my observation at 8:30AM.  It was a regular school day, and it seemed that the normal activities of the school day were proceeding.
Library Vision
	There was no overall vision posted.  In order to determine if there was a vision, I briefly interviewed the librarian, Vanessa Corral, to discuss the absence of a posted vision (personal communication, February 11, 2014).  She stated that the library followed the vision of the school, which states, “To become a premier school district with nationally-ranked, bi-literate graduates that will be able to create, collaborate, communicate, critically think and apply the knowledge and skills to be successful in post-secondary and the workforce; and more importantly, in life (Canutillo Independent School District, n.d.).  
Governing Body
	I sat down with the librarian to discuss this piece of my observation.  Deanna Davenport Elementary Library is part of the Canutillo Independent School District.  As a school district, there are several committees that determine the budgets given to each campus. These committees determine the needs of each campus, and of each department in the district, including the library. These needs are then taken to a district level, where the needs are considered when determining budget allotments for the upcoming year by the school board. In addition, the librarians of the entire district meet on a regular basis to discuss upcoming events and possible activities the libraries of the district can offer.  Budgets are discussed, and the associate superintendent is part of the committee (V. Corral, personal communication, February 11, 2014).
Library Services
	The Deanna Davenport Library offers a multitude of services.  Every year, the library holds two Scholastic Book Fairs, where the community is welcomed to the school to purchase books.  They offer assistance in the choosing of books, speak to parents about the importance of reading, and offer opportunities for volunteerism to parents and community members.  The library also offers several Family Reading Nights.  At these events, parents are invited to come to the school in the evening and interact with books and reading activities.  Corral states, “Our community depends on the library as a path for parents to engage their children in reading activities.  Our community is very poor, and many of them do not have the basic skills or knowledge to do this independently of the school” (V. Corral, personal interview, February 11, 2014). 
	The library is also responsible for the computers and software that is utilized by the campus.  They are the liaison between the campus and the district and communicate the needs for technology updates, repair, and maintenance.  Corral suggested that many times the librarian’s duties for the day are focused primarily on this aspect (V. Corral, personal communication, February 11, 2014).
Atmosphere and Environment
	The Deanna Davenport Library is clearly a learning environment.  It splashes environmental print throughout the walls, is painted a soft blue color, and has carpet, which absorbs sound.  The bookshelves are at a child friendly height, and there are three inviting area for children to sit and read comfortably.  The collections are mostly books that are suitable for school aged children, organized by a color coding system to assist children in choosing grade-level appropriate books.  The library is quite large, and is centered in the middle of the school.
	There is a theatre-style reading area toward the back of the library.  The main floor is sunken in quite deeply, and there are 6 rows of step style benches for participants to sit. I asked the librarian what this area is used for, and she said it is used for when guest readers come and read to the children, or when small presentations are made to the students (V. Corral, personal communication, February 11, 2014).  
People Observed
	The patrons of the library are school children from grades Pre-Kindergarten to fifth grade.  During my observation, I saw three teachers visit with the librarian.  One of them was looking for a particular book, and the other two needed assistance with computer software.  The staff includes one librarian and one librarian assistant.
Public Relations
	The library offered signage that included information about the upcoming book fair, times and meeting dates for GED classes offered by the school, and class schedules for use of the computers.  The library had several posters related to books and magazines.  The librarian had strategically placed signage that described the different book sections of the library, such as those for fiction and biographies.
Level of Automation
	I inquired about the catalog system used by the library, and she stated the library uses an online catalog system from Follett Software Company (V. Corral, personal communication, February 11, 2014). Students use a library card and are easily able to check books in and out using this system.  Corral indicated that the goal for each child is that they are able to independently choose books and check out books through the library lessons provided by the librarian (V. Corral, personal communication, February 11, 2014). During my observation, several children still required assistance in the process of checking out books.  The librarian provided assistance and reminded the students about the steps for accessing the system.
Conclusion
	Based on my observations, the library serves as a place for children to check out books, ask questions, and simply enjoy the atmosphere of the library.  It provides an overall safe atmosphere and positive environment for children to interact with many different kinds of media.
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